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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, AR 

SUBJECT: ANTARCTIC TREATY AND INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION OF 
BIOMASS RESEARCH PROGRAM IN THE SOUTHERN OCEAN 

REF: STATE 200506, 

1 . EMBOFF MET WITH J.S.F. BOTHA, DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR 
MULTILATERAL RELATIONS, DFA, ON AUGUST 24 TO REVIEW ISSUE 
OF COORDINATION OF BIOMASS IN IOC. EMBOFF PROVIDED COPIES 
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OF ARGENTINE AIDE MEMOIRE AND U.S. REPLY. BOTHA STATED 
SAG HAD ALREADY BEEN APPROACHED BY ARGENTINES ALONG LINES 
OF THEIR APPROACH TO US. 

2. BOTHA STATED THAT THE PROPOSAL TO DESIGNATE THE 

IOC TO COORDINATE THE BIOMASS ANTARCTICA PROGRAM POSES 
MAJOR PROBLEMS FOR SAG. AS USG AWARE, A SENEGALESE 
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RESOLUTION DESIGNED TO EXPEL SOUTH AFRICA FROM IOC 
FAILED BY ONLY TWO VOTES AT IOC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING IN APRIL. FURTHER ATTEMPT TO CHANGE IOC 
STATUTES SO SOUTH AFRICA CAN BE EXPELLED IS EXPECTED 
TO BE MADE AGAIN AT IOC GENERAL MEETING IN NOVEMBER 
WHERE AFRO-ASIAN BLOC WILL BE MORE STRONGLY REPRESENTED. 
BOTHA ALSO NOTED THAT, UNDER INSTRUCTION OF UNESCO 
RESOLUTION, IOC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY HAS BEEN REFUSING 
TO PROVIDE ANY IOC DOCUMENTS TO SAG AND IS NOT EVEN 
ADVISING SAG OF IOC MEETINGS (WHICH THEY ATTEND ANYWAY). 
BOTHA STATED THAT IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, SAG BELIEVES IOC IS 
WELL ON ROAD TO BEING POLITICIZED AND THAT POLITICAL 
FACTORS ARE LIKELY TO BECOME EVEN STRONGER IN IOC OVER 
NEXT FEW YEARS IN SPITE OF BEST EFFORTS OF WESTERN NATIONS 
TO AVOID THIS. THEREFORE, SAG IS VERY RELUCTANT TO SEE 
BIOMASS PROGRAM COORDINATED THRU IOC. HE NOTED THAT 
SINCE IOC SECRETARIAT REFUSES TO COMMUNICATE WITH SAG, 

SOUTH AFRICA WOULD APPARENTLY LIKEWISE BE SHUT OUT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS ON BIOMASS IF IOC COORDINATES PROGRAM. 

SAG WOULD LIKE TO SEE SOME COORDINATION MECHANISM 
ESTABLISHED OUTSIDE IOC BUT IS UNSURE AT THIS POINT 
WHETHER ARGENTINA PROPOSAL IS WORKABLE AND PARTICULARLY 
HOW MUCH IT WOULD COST. BOTHA DID EXPRESS VIEW THAT 
SCAR HAS BETTER SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL TO HANDLE PROGRAM 
THAN IOC. 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BOTHA SAID NOTHING TO INDICATE 
SAG'S PARTICIPATION IN BIOMASS PROGRAM MIGHT BE RECONSIDERED 
IF COORDINATION ASSIGNED TO IOC/SOC, FACT THAT 
IOC SECRETARIAT IS UNDER INSTRUCTION FROM UNESCO NOT 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH SAG WILL CERTAINLY COMPLICATE 
ADMINISTRATION OF BIOMASS PROGRAM AND NECESSITATE SPECIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE SAG RECEIVES BIOMASS MATERIALS. 

END COMMENT. 

BOWDLER 
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